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The work of the American Bible Society is both missionary and benevolent. 


To all classes in 


this country the Bible is sold at the mere cost of publication, while in foreign lands the Scriptures 
are offered at cost or at merely nominal prices, and given to the poor everywhere without money 


and without price. 


BIBLE SOCIETIES. 


An address before the World’s Congress of Missions, 
Chicago, Ill., September 29th, 1893. 


BY ALBERT S. HUNT, D.D., CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 
OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

Long before the opening of the nineteenth century 

we find Societies, which, in connection with their 
other lines of work, to a very limited extent, pub- 
lished and circulated the Holy Scriptures. There 
were also Societies which, though making Bible dis- 
tribution their only work, confined their efforts to. 
certain classes of the community, as soldiers and- 
sailors, or to persons of a single nationality. But not’ 
until the 7th of March, 1804 was an organization 
formed which made the circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures its sole object, and the entire world-its field. 
The institution of the British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
ety eighty-nine years ago awakened the most profound 4 
interest in both hemispheres. Before twelve years * 
had elapsed Bible Societies were in active operation 
in Iceland, Finland, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Hol- 

land, Switzerland, Saxony, Prussia, and Russia, as 

_ well as in India and North America. 


FORMATION OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The American Bible Society was founded in New 
York in the year 1816 by sixty delegates from thirty- 
| five local Bible societies, which had been formed in 

various parts of the United States during the eight 

years immediately’ preceding. Serious embarrass- 
| ment was experienced in conducting the work of so 


many distinct organizations, and a wise economy of 
_ expenditure was found to be impossible without some 


eral oversight. Extensive interchange of views 


on the part of many leading men, in Church and State, 
resulted in the calling of a convention which, with 
great unanimity, decided to organize a national insti- 
tution upon a foundation substantially the same as 
that of the British and Foreign Bible Society, nam- 
ing as its field not only the United States and their 
Territories, but other countries also, whether Chris- 
tian, Mohammedan, or Pagan. 


THE MOST STRIKING CHARACTERISTIC. 


The Constitution of the British and Foreign Bible 


‘Society declares that its “sole object shall be to en- 


courage a wider circulation of the Holy Scriptures 
without note or comment.’ The same words are em- 
bodied in the Constitution of the American Bible 
Society, and they set forth the most striking charac- 
teristic of all true Bible Societies. They are institu- 
tions which devote no time to formulating creeds, or- 
daining preachers, establishing schools, or founding 
churches, but they offer to men of every clime the one 
Inspired Book without whose revelation creeds are 
void, preachers without a living message, schools 
without true wisdom, and churches without saving 


power. 


BIBLE SOCIETIES UNDENOMINATIONAL. 


It is well for us to note, still further, that while Mis- 
sionary Societies are for the most part denomina- 
tional, Bible Societies were founded and are main- 
tained by the co-operation of Christians identified 
with various branches of the Church. The Bible 
Society is not an Evangelical Alliance, using that 
term in the received sense, but it may well be 
questioned whether the Evangelical Alliance could 
have been formed in 1846 if Bible Societies had not, 
for forty years, given impressive proof that it is quite 
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practicable for Christians of different names to labor 
together on the most cordial terms with the most 
satisfactory results. The Rev. John Owen, one of the 
founders of the British and Foreign Bible Society and 
one of its first secretaries, says that “ Christians had 
been taught to regard each other with a kind of pious 
estrangement or rather with consecrated hostility,” 
The scene in the convention which formed the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society seemed strange 
to him, and indicated the dawn of a new era in 
Christendom. The published accounts of Bible meet- 
ings for the first forty years of the century rarely fail 
to emphasize the fact that men of different denomi- 
nations have met together upon the broad platform 
which the Bible Society afforded, and as Christian 
workers have actually rejoiced together with great 
joy. To our generation this seems so natural and 
proper that we wonder how our fathers could have 
regarded it wonderful. 


THEN AND NOW. 


When the British and Foreign Bible Society was 
formed the Bible had been translated into less than 
forty languages. Several versions were obsolete 
and others demanded revision. Then too, the Bible 
was so costly that its possession was quite beyond 
the reach of the poor. No one dreamed that each 
person could ever acquire a copy of his own. The 
Bible Society began to multiply versions, to publish 
volumes of the Scriptures by tens of thousands, and 
to supply them to the various peoples of the earth 
at nominal prices, or even without price. This work 
has expanded from year to year, and especially dur- 
iug the past twenty years, until the Scriptures have 
been issued in nearly 400 languages or dialects, and 
until the Bible, in all parts of the world, is the cheap- 
est of all books. 


TOTAL ISSUES, 

The total issues of Bible Societies thus far, ex- 
ceed the most enthusiastic anticipations of their 
founders. The British and Foreign Bible Society 
has issued more than one hundred and thirty-five 
millions of volumes; the American Bible Society 
nearly fifty-seven millions; and the Bible Society of 
Scotland more than thirteen millions, making an 
aggregate for the three leading Bible societies of the 
world of (206,201,404) two hundred and six millions 
two hundred and one thousand four hundred and 
four volumes, There are nine other societies which 
have issued each less than five million volumes, but 
more than one million, nine which have issued each 
less than one million volumes, but more than half a 
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million; nine others which have issued each less than 
half a million but more than two hundred thousand 
volumes. Here then are thirty Bible Societies whose 
aggregate circulation amounts to (240,955,447) two 
hundred and forty millions nine hundred and fifty-five 
thousand four hundred and forty-seven volumes. It 
should, however, be noted, that more than four-fifths 
of this immense number have been issued by the British 
and Foreign and the American Societies. How impos- 
sible it is for the human mind to compass the stupen- 
dous results of such a work! What multitudes of 
wanderers have been reclaimed, and of mourners 
comforted in all parts of the habitable globe by these 
two hundred and forty millions of inspired volumes ! 

It would be pleasant for me to enlarge here, but I 
have no time to doso. I find, however, satisfaction 
in feeling that you are all well able to expand the 
thought for yourselves, since you all know what it is 
to listen, with responsive hearts, to the Master’s words, 
‘“Come unto me,” and “Let not your heart be 
troubled.’”? What these words are to us they are to 
sinful and burdened souls everywhere! 


TWO DEPARTMENTS—HOME AND FOREIGN, 


The practical operations of a great Bible Society 
are naturally divided into two departments—the 
home and foreign. It would be easy for me to ~ 
use the entire time allotted to me in speaking of the 
magnificent work of the British and Foreign Society. _ 
I know of nothing in the form of organized Christian _ 
effort which equals the breadth of its plans or the 
moral grandeur of its achievements, but my duty to- 
day is chiefly to illustrate the principles which lie at 
the foundation of all Bible Society effort, and I may ~ 
be permitted to do so by glancing at the operations 
of the Society with which I am most familiar. 

The home field of the American Bible Society - 
embraces every State and Territory of the Union. 
Nearly two thousand auxiliary societies give direction 
to the work in their respective fields, which generally 
cover a single county, though there are a few town- 
ship, and a still smaller number of State societies. x 
It will be observed that in many portions of the 
country, especially on the frontier, the population is 
So sparse that it is impracticable to organize and ‘ 
conduct efficient auxiliaries. The Parent Society has, 
therefore, found it necessary to adopt a system of 
colportage. Millions of scattered families have thus 
been supplied with the Scriptures during the past ten 
years. The Society has during its history, through 
various agencies, distributed in the United States 
more than forty millions of volumes of the inspired 
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word. A complete statement concerning the work 
of the Society in the home field would demand refer- 
ence to translations of the Scriptures into many lan- 
guages of the North American Indians; to the supply 
of mission Sabbath schools, to distribution in the 
United States army and navy, especially during the 
civil war; to the supply of seamen visiting our ports ; 
of humane and criminal institutions ; of the freedmen; 
and above all, of immigrants from many lands, upon 
whom the Scriptures are bestowed as soon as they 
set foot upon our shores. 


CO-OPERATION WITH FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETIES, 
Turning to speak of the foreign work of the Soci- 
ety it must first be stated that its settled policy is to 
co-operate, as far as may be, with the Foreign Mission- 
ary Societies of the various Christian denominations. 
Before a Congress of Missions it may be well briefly 
to show how closely Missionary and Bible Societies are 
allied. The only publication of a Bible Society is the 
Bible, or portions of the Bible, and translations must 
be made into many languages. The scholarship of 
Harvard, or Yale, or Columbia, or any other Univers- 
ity, is not equal to this service. It can be rendered 
only by the missionary who has labored among the 
people for whom the Bible is to be translated. In 
many cases he must construct a language. 
with tireless patience to rude speech, he devises written 
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characters, then produces a grammar, a dictionary, and 
at length a version of the Bible. By way of illustration 
let me refer to the translation of the Bible for the Gil- 
bert Islanders, completed in April last, after thirty-four 
years of labor, by the Rev. Hiram Bingham. This 
translation was made from the original tongues into a 
language which he had himself reduced to writing, and 
for which he had constructed a grammar and collected 
a vocabulary. I have been the more ready to name 
this instance, because it illustrates the vital rela- 
tionship which exists between Missionary and Bible 
Societies. The Gilbert Islands are under the mission- 
ary oversight of Christians from the Sandwich Islands 
and Samoa, which only a few years ago were them- 
selves in the depths of spiritual darkness. The story 
of the Sandwich Islands is too familiar to require repeti- 
tion. Of Samoa, it may besimply stated that when John 
Williams first visited it in 1830, he found the people 
in the lowest state of degradation. They were with- 
‘out any knowledge of a written language, and the 
_ most debased and sanguinary rites characterized their 
system of paganism. Like the Sandwich Islands, 
Samoa received a written language and a translation 
f the Bible, and like them also, it is now sending 
Christian missionaries to other lands. Bible Societies, 
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it is well known, are constantly making appropriations 
of funds to aid in defraying the expenses of trans- 
lations made by missionaries. 

The co-operation of Missionary and Bible Societies 
is also seen in the employment of mission presses for 
printing the Bible. Many editions of the Scriptures 
in Arabic and in Chinese, for instance, have been 
printed for the American Bible Society upon the 
mission presses at Beirut, Shanghai, Foochow, and 
Peking. 

Still further: The Scriptures, being translated and 
printed, must be distributed. The American Bible 
Society has a corps of more than three hundred col- 
porteurs in the foreign field, and these are members 
of the mission churches, nominated for this important 
service by those under whose ministry they have been 
converted. 

The American Bible Society conducted its work in 
foreign lands, for many years, through the Missionary 
Societies, but its enlargement called, at length, for 
In 1875 it had 
one agent on the eastern continent and one on the 


the appointment of agents of its own. 


Now, so rapid has been the growth of its 
operations, there are six on each continent. The 
scope of my address forbids details. Omitting all ref- 
erence to the interesting and fruitful fields of the 


western. 


Society in Europe, Asia, and Africa, it will not be re- 
garded as inappropriate, before a Congress met under 
Columbian auspices, to turn for a moment to Latin 
America. 


WORK OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY IN LATIN 
AMERICA, 


As early as 1818 the Society printed the New Testa- 
ment in Spanish, and finding all existing versions 
unsatisfactory—that of Valera being many years older 
than the authorized English version—the Society, in 
order to meet the wants of sixty millions of Spanish- 
speaking people, has recently produced, at great ex- 
pense, an entirely new version of the Bible from the 
original tongues. Tours of exploration have been 
made again and again by the Society’s representatives, 
and its duly appointed agents are now to be found in 
the valley of the La Plata, in Brazil, Peru, Venezuela, 
Central America, Mexico, and Cuba. During the past 
ten years 540,000 volumes have been sent from the 
Bible House, in New York, to these fields. 

Another characteristic of Bible Societies ought 
now to be named. 


PIONEER SERVICE. 


They are especially to be prized, because of their 
fitness for pioneer service. They bear the message 
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of salvation to places beyond the reach, or at least 
the easy reach, of the living missionary. There are por- 
tions of the world where the representatives of the Mis- 
sionary Society would not be received—might even be 
scornfully rejected—but where the voiceless ministry 
ofa printed Gospel findsa welcome. Inthe very heart 
of China, of Japan, of Turkey, of Mexico, of Brazil, 
indeed, in every quarter of the globe, churches now 
flourish, as centers of light, which trace their origin to 
the silent but potent influence of single volumes, 
or even single pages, of the oracles of God. This 
statement is abundantly sustained by the correspond- 
ence of missionaries. Tonameasingleinstance. The 
Rev. W. D. Powell, a missionary of the Baptist de- 
nomination in Mexico, writes to the Agent of the 
American Bible Society : “I appreciate most heartily 
the work done by your noble Society in this republic. 
It has been the foundation and bulwark of all other 
evangelical effort. I have often been where the peo- 
ple had never seen a missionary of any other denom- 
ination, but I have never been where the colporteur 
of the American Bible Society was unknown.”’ 


THE WORK OF BIBLE SOCIETIES WILL ALWAYS BE 
NEEDED. 

Once more: Bible Societies not only go before but 
they follow after. They are charged with a specific 
commission, which calls for the most earnest ser- 
vice when the efforts of Missionary Societies are 
no longer required. Missionaries bear the mes- 
sage of life to heathen lands. They construct, it 
may be, a written language, and enrich it by a 
translation of the Bible. The inspired book is 
widely circulated. Converts are multiplied, and in 
due time native Christians are fully able to conduct 
the enterprises of the church. The Missionary 
Society is then free to withdraw its representatives 
from a field where their very success renders them 
no longer useful. The retirement of the missionary 
does not, however, diminish the demand for the Scrip- 
tures. On the contrary, the larger the number of 
persons, in any country, who believe that the prom- 
ises and precepts of the Bible are inspired of God, 
the more imperative will be the call for the specific 
efforts of the Bible Society. Witness the insmense 


circulation of the Scriptures in Great Britain and the 
United States. 


CONCLUSION, 


But I must hasten. In concluding, permit me to 
emphasize the fact that the founders of Bible So- 
Ccieties were men who had tested the Bible for them- 
selves, and knew that it was what it claimed to be, a 
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perfectly unique book, bearing a message of salvation 
to individual sinners. In this faith their successors 
have continued to labor until this day. The history of 
Bible distribution in all lands is replete with evidence 
that the word of God is still, as it ever has been, a 
word of saving power. Diaz, the apostle of Cuba, 
assures us that when, through various kindly minis- 
tries, he became the possessor of a Spanish Bible, 
the simple narrative of the young man who was 
born blind led him to the Saviour. The passage, 
“God so loved the world that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish but have everlasting life,” has proved to 
be a mighty spiritual force. The violence of a mob 
in a Brazilian town was recently quelled, we are told, 
To Neesima, 
of Japan, as he spelled out the meaning of the verse ina 


under the influence of its strange power. 


Chinese Testament for which he had exchanged his 
short sword, it opened a new and wonderful world of 
light; Bishop Corrie, of Madras, tells us of a Brahmin 
to whom the same words brought salvation, and an- 
other missionary in India, tells of their power over an 
ignorant woman of the lowest caste, so that we have 
the clearest proof of the adaptation of the Inspired 
Word to the wants of sinners with or without culture, 
with or without rank. The Bible is full of this 
power because it is full of Christ. Professor Monier 
Williams, of Oxford, in addressing a company of 
young men about to enter the foreign missionary 
service, states the matter in terse and forcible terms 
when he exalts the Bible because it affirms of the 
Founder of Christianity that, “ He, a sinless Man, was 
made sin, and that “ He, a dead and buried Man, 
was made life.’ This distinguished scholar, so pro- 
foundly learned in the literature of the sacred books 
of the East, warns us against compromising the truth 
as it is in Christ. “They have taken away my Lord 
and I know not where they have laid him,’’ was the 
bitter cry of Mary at the Saviour’s sepulchre. Com- 
promise may wring the same sad cry from us. There- 
fore we will exalt Jesus only, and so long as the Bible 
contains his message to us from the upper glory—“ I 
am the first and the last and the Living One; and I 
was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore ’’—so 
long will Bible societies continue to disseminate the 
blessed revelation among all the tribes and peoples 
and tongues of the wide world. 


Se 


THE sanctions of the Divine law cover the whole 
area of human action, reach every case, punish every 
sin, and recompense every virtue. Its rewards and 
its punishments are graduated with perfect justice — 
De Witt Clinton. 


near completion. 
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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


LETTER FROM PERSIA. 
TABREEZ, August 10, 1898. 

A Persian Mohammedan called at our book-room 
two days ago for the purpose of buying a Persian 
Bible and a French Bible. He was an officer or rank, 
intelligent, and bright, who said that he had just re- 
turned from Teheran where he had seen a Testament 
which had interested him very much, and had led him 
to the decision, on his return home, to procure a 
Bible and search into the new religion carefully. He 
was familiar with French, and hoped in that way to 
get a better understanding of the Scriptures. He 
professed to be favorably inclined toward Christ’s 
religion, and promised to call again and talk with us 
about it. He had not met any missionaries in Tehe- 
ran, or had any conversation with a Christian before 
his call at the book-room. 

I am very glad to hear that the Syriac Bible is so 
With the maps and references it 
will be a beautiful as well as a valuable work. 

W. L. WHIPPLE. 


SOUTH AMERICA. 


Writing from Curacao on the 24th of August, Mr. 
Norwood says: 

The political situation in Venezuela is anything but 
encouraging. Taxes are very high, and duties have 
not been reduced, as was promised. The government 
is evading the payment of all bills that it can, even 
the telephone companies finding it difficult to collect 
what is due them. There is great dissatisfaction, and 
another revolution is evidently brewing. We cannot 
expect any favors from the government, but may be 
thankful if we receive protection in our work. 

Colombia also is effervescing with turbulent revo- 
lutionary fire. Mr. Pond, indeed, writes me: “Let 
no rumors of revolution deter you; it is all talk.’’ 
But we cannot hope for the good sales and cheering 
results that we would have in time of peace and 
quiet. 

The nature of the priestly opposition to us may be 
gathered from an editorial in a sheet published in 
Caracas, and entitled ‘‘ Za /usticia,” which reads as 
folllows: 

“The devil runs loose. Two vicars of Satan pre- 
sented themselves last Thursday in the town of El 
Recreo, selling prohibited Bibles. It is unnecessary 
to say that they were foreigners—one Spaniard and 
one Englishman. These fellows did not limit them- 
selves to selling their poison, but attempted to impose 
it by force, introducing themselves into the houses, 
and preaching against the Catholic Church and the 
pope. The Spaniard, especially, seems to permit 


himself to hurl real insults against those who do not 


| 


wish to hear his lies and calumnies.” 

The editor then advises the people to protect them- 
selves against these missionaries of Satan by giving 
them a free clubbing. I suppose that a visit made by 
Aviles and Rueda to the village of El Recreo served 
as a foundation for the article, though neither of them 
is an Englishman or a Spaniard. In their house-to- 
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house canvass they met the priest twice—once in a 
low-grade liquor shop and the other time in a drug 
store, and each time he entered into an argument 
with Aviles on the bad morals and worse doctrines of 
Protestantism, winding up by trying to persuade him 
to burn his bad books and quit the business of 
selling them. Failing in this, he had him arrested for 
peddling without a license. After a brief, bogus trial 
a fine was imposed upon him, which they offered to 
remit in case he would leave the village. This he re- 
fused to do, warning them that he was employed by an 
American society which would hold them responsible 
for all damages. This put a quietus on the whole 
matter. I think the editor’s statements about their 
nationality is about as accurate as his statements 
about their insults, for Aviles is very quiet and in- 
offensive, and the very embodiment of politeness and 
manly courtesy, and Rueda was only a silent appren- 
tice. 


LETTER FROM JAPAN. 
ARIMA, August 14, 1893. 

I came to this place last week, in order to confer 
with missionaries in regard to the work in central 
and southern Japan. This is a popular summer 
resort, and there are abont seventy of the missiona- 
ries from Japan now here, besides about thirty from 
China. Some of the former are from remote places, 
and in this way I am able to meet with them with the 
least trouble and expense. 

The condition of things in this part of the country 
is still very unsettled. The anti-foreign and Buddhist 
opposition still continues. It is more intense in some 
sections than in others, but it is having a decided 
effect upon all Christian work. Some of the colpor- 
teurs have become discouraged, and have given up 
the work. I am looking out for others and hope, in 
time, to get every part of the country supplied. It 
cannot be done at once, because the sale of the Scrip- 
tures is a most difficult undertaking, and requires 
men of special gifts to make ita success. Some of 
the best men have lately left us, and it will take some 
time to secure suitable men to fill their places. 

I leave to-morrow fora place near Kyoto, where 
the majority of the missionaries of the American 
Board are spending the summer. Next week I go 
to Kamigawa, which is the second most popular resort 
in Japan. In this way I shall be able to see in a short 
time the majority of all the missionaries in Japan. 
I am more and more convinced that the best way to 
conduct the Bible work is by conference with them 
and, as far as possible, securing their co-operation. 

Henry Loomis. 


COLPORTEUR EXPERIENCES IN MACE- 
DONIA. 


Michal Tetos, in the Salonica district, has been 
very active and very successful, and has met with 
many interesting experiences. In one village, where 
he encountered a good deal of bigoted opposition 
from the priests and some of their ignorant constitu- 
ents, the school teachers and better educated of the 
people took up the cudgels in his defense, and ex- 
pressed, with considerable emphasis, the opinion that 
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the Bible Society ought to make a formal complaint 
against the conduct of these fanatical and mischiev- 
ous priests. Another day Tetos came to a village 
which seemed to be almost in ruins, although said to 
have been prosperous in the past. Finding no public 
inn, he secured lodging in a grocer’s shop. In the 
morning the villagers had gone early to their fields, 
and Tetos was obliged to wait until night without 
much possibility of accomplishing anything. He 
began to regret that he had come, but could find 
no horses with which to get away. In the evening 
the villagers came back, and with them came a man 
of apparently considerable importance. They gath- 
ered together at the place where Tetos was lodging. 
The important man demanded to know the colpor- 
teur’s object in visiting that village. When he learned 
that he had come as a Bible colporteur, he made use 
of some rather violent language, and declared that 
the books ought to be burned. He pretended that 
he had visited England, France and America, that he 
had carefully examined their Bibles and found them 
a fraud, and, in fact, that Protestants everywhere were 
frauds. Tetos found that, as a result of this man’s 
tirade, many eyes were fastened angrily and suspi- 
ciously upon himself. But he answered boldly: “I 
am sorry to see that, notwithstanding your claim to 
be educated, and to have traveled so widely and 
made such an extensive inquiry as to Protestantism, 
you should now be guilty of talking such nonsense.” 
He then asked him a few questions as to the cities he 
had visited and the acquaintances he had formed, 
etc., until at last the villagers clearly understood, 
from his confused answers, that he had been imposing 
upon them, and was but little better than an infidel. 
Then Tetos read him a pretty severe lecture on the 
foolish conduct he had been guilty of. He succeeded 
in enlisting entirely the sympathy of the people, and 
the man himself was finally completely humbled. He 
acknowledged he had done wrong begged pardon, 
and bought a Testament. The rext day some thirty 
copies of the Testament and portions were purchased 
for use in the village school, and Tetos was pleased, 
after all, that he had visited the place. 

This same colporteur visited another village, of 
about 3,000 inhabitants, with a mixed Greek and 
Turkish population and a sprinkling of Jews. He 
found the Greeks very bigoted, and under the im- 
pression that the English and Americans havea polit- 
ical motive in carrying out their Bible work. Though 
finding here little to encourage him, he decided to 
wait a week, in order to be present on their bazaar 
day. He even then met with but little success, and 
sat down rather disconsolate and hopeless before a 
Turkish coffee-shop. Just as he was grieving over 
his poor success, and wondering whether or not he 
had done his full duty, a Turk came and took a seat 
opposite him. Tetos prayed that God might, at least, 
put it into the heart of this Turk to buy a copy of his 
word. And truly enough, soon after, the Turk came 
and looked at his books and finally purchased a New 
Testament. That same evening Tetos spent a long 
while in conversation with a company of visitors con- 
sisting of five Jews, two Greeks and one Turk. They 
decided to purchase Scriptures, but it was so late that 
they postponed it until the next morning. But in the 
morning the muleteer with whom the colporteur had 
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arranged for his journey, came very early. When 
these people heard of it they were quickly out of bed 
and dressed, and then they ran down to compel the 
muleteer to wait. They treated Tetos to a warm 
breakfast, and finally purchased each one a Bible, or 
some part of it, in his own language. This created 
quite a commotion among some of the Greek shop- 
keepers, who gathered about, and who began to twit 
these men with being the colporteur’s converts. They 
graciously admitted that they had been much pleased 
with his interview with them, and were glad to have 
purchased their copies of the Scriptures. And then 
these bigoted Greeks expressed their satisfaction 
with the good influence which had been exerted, and 
Tetos finally left the village with the good wishes of 
all following him. 

Christo Tsurnoff, another of our Macedonian col- 
porteurs, working in the northern district of the prov- 
ince, has recently in some of the Bulgarian villages 
which he visited, received a cordial welcome from 
priests and teachers. They expressed deep gratitude 
to the Bible Society for its generous work, and cor- 
dially advised the people to purchase Scriptures, and 
enforced their advice by purchasing for themselves. 

It is very gratifying to us here, knowing as we do 
the intense and bitter opposition of the past on the 
part of ecclesiastics of all ranks, to see these evidences 
here and there of so radical a revolution in sentiment. 
And we may say that this change is making rapid 
progress among the ecclesiastics aud the educated 
classes of Bulgarians, Greeks, and Armenians. 

M. Bowen. 


CHRISTIAN WORK IN MOSLEM CITIES. 


Neither Arabs or Turks are savages, and whatever 
faults or vices they may have, they cherish an unfal- 
tering faith in religion as a living reality and a potent 
factor in life. On the other hand, they are sluggish in 
many ways, and it is not easy to make them see the 
value of that which is intangible. Sir Austin Layard 
toiled long with one of the pashas to interest him in 
astronomy. 
and stars, and especially he described the comets, 
with their strange mystery. When he paused at last, 
the pasha said: “Well, you say that the comet 
comes near and then goes away again.’ “ Yes, I said 
that,” replied the Englishman. “ Very well,” retorted 
the pasha, “let it go.’’ Consider the difficulty to 
make such men see with the eyes of the Spirit. A sad, 
heavy-hearted materialism rules their lives, and too 
often they sullenly reject the offer of him who speaks 
from heaven. 

Even in such a case the soul may be reached by 


He gave glowing accounts of sun, moon, - 


means of the Scriptures when oral appeals have been _ 


fruitless. 
lished in pure idiomatic Arabic and Turkish, and so 
the gates of the New Jerusalem are opened to a mul- 
titude. Few persons in Christian lands realize what a 


task it is to prepare a new version of the Scri, tures. — 


It is not enough to be pretty near the truth—the 
meaning must be exact. This is especially difficult in 


the Turkish language, where the structure of sen- 


tences is totally unlike anythi.g in European lan- 
guages. But the victory has been won at last, and 
we have the Bible in a version which can be under- 


Ng agile ean 


The Bible has been translated and pub- — 


October, 1893. 


stood by the most humble, yet one at which no 
native scholar would be displeased in point of style 
or idioms, The missionary can now press forward 
his work in those great cities with the best of all pos- 
sible implements ; he can fight the battle of truth with 
the keenest of all weapons.—Dr. James F. Riggs, in 
The Missionary Review. 


- 


THE SCRIPTURES IN MISSION WORK. 


From the beginning of missions in Turkey the su- 
preme aim has been, not educational, but evangelistic. 
The Bible has been the basis, and the effort has been 
to put the Bible within the reach of every family in 
their own vernacular. In this endeavor we have 
always had the most generous and hearty co-opera- 
tion of the American and British and Foreign Bible 
Societies. A degree of education was necessary in 
order to make the Bible available to the masses, for 
very few of the men, and none of the women, through- 
out the country knew how to read; so wherever the 
missionary has gone schools of a simple character 
nave been opened, with the primary object of enab- 
ling people to read the Bible. “With the same object 
great efforts have been made to persuade adults to 
learn to read, and with the most gratifying results. 
Every one who learns to read is sure to procure a 
Bible or, at least, a New Testament. 

The missionary ladies experienced no little diffi- 
culty, at first, in persuading women to learn to read. 
Women were supposed to have inferior minds, and 
the art of reading was considered to be a prerogative 
of the male sex. Those who first made the attempt 
met with opposition at home and ridicule abroad, but 
experience soon demonstrated the fact that a Bible 
in the hands of a woman gave her a new sense of 
personal dignity and worth, and, by exalting her toa 
higher plane, transformed her home. The ability to 
read is no longer a reproach to a woman, but those 
who cannot read are ashamed to confess their ignor- 
ance. No result of the missionary work thus far is 
more gratifying, and more clearly proves its genuine- 
ness, than the change wrought among the women 
and through them upon their homes. The agency of 
the women’s boards, in co-operation with the Ameri- 
can Board since their organization twenty-five years 
ago, is one of the most potent factors in the regenera- 
tion of the land.—Dr. H. N. Barnum in The Mis- 
sionary Review. 


EVANGELICAL RUSSIA. 


' In traveling through Russia, one of the things 
which cannot fail to strike the traveler’s eye is the 
mean appearance which the villages uniformly pre- 
sent. Rows of wooden huts on either side of a wide 
street—one building only, the village church, giving 
evidence of architectural design—is the spectacle which 
stands out before us. Nevertheless, these wooden 
huts, mean though they be in outward appearance, 
bare as regards what we esteem the common com- 
forts of life, are in many cases invested with a pecu- 
liar sacredness which would justify the declaration 
of the patriarch, “This is none other but the house 
of God, and this is the gate of heaven ”—places 
where the presence of the living God is realized as 
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it was realized in the times of the Apostles. Here, 
almost in the shadow of the stately churches of Kiev, 
meet together, under cover of the night, little bands of 
believers, peasant congregations of men and women 
clad in coarse raiment, with hands hardened by 
toil, who have consecrated themselves to the service 
of God and seek to know and do his will. Is it any 
wonder that, under such circumstances, the veil is 
rent? that men press forward, like Hezekiah, even 
into the inner sanctuary? that God’s word becomes 
no mere book, but the very oracles of God? 

Wonderful is the history of these humble Chris- 
tians. Thirty years ago they were but a handful. 
At the time of the empancipation of the serfs less, 
perhaps, in number than the Apostles. From that 
time on the work began to spread in the same way 
as that recorded in the first chapter of St. John. As 
Andrew found Peter, and Philip, Nathanael so, too, 
did these humble disciples find first one, and then 
another, to whom they communicated the truth; 
the ones became twos. And so the work went on 
until, in fifteen years, southern, especially south- 
western, Russia became dotted over with Stundist 
congregations, until, in thirty years, the small hand- 
ful has become a mighty host, two hundred and fifty 
thousand strong, whose shadow, like a mighty tree, 
already covers the land. 

This evangelical movement is emphatically a Bible 
movement; that is one thing which we cannot too 
much emphasize. We may sum it up in one word: 
the common people have found their long-lost Bible 
and are feeding upon it. It has come to them asa 
new revelation, and taken hold of them in an extra- 
ordinary manner, to which we can find no parallel 
this side of the Puritan Reformation in England. 
There romances rob a man of his sleep; here the 
word of God does the same. In a land where less 
than a hundred years ago the Bible was so scarce 
that all the people for seventy miles around knew 
where a copy was to be found, to-day the British and 
Foreign Bible Society alone sells five hundred thou- 
sand copies yearly of that word, in whole or in part, 
and during the past eighty years has put in circula- 
tion no less than nine million volumes of the word 
of God. 

Not, therefore, in southern Russia alone, or in the 
settlements of those banished for their faith, but 
everywhere throughout the Russian realm are found 
students of the word, whose numbers are not to be 
counted by thousands but by millions. Plain, simple 
men, for the most part, gathering together in dirty 
tea-houses and other such places, gladly they hear 
the word and wonder at its gracious promises. To 
its influence they surrender themselves heart and 
soul, all unconscious that in so doing they are assum- 
ing a position of antagonism to anything in the estab- 
lished order. Drawing their spiritual life from the 
word of God, they at the same time practise ali the 
rites and ceremonies which are imposed upon them 
by ecclesiastical authority. This state of things may 
go on for many years in case no demand is ma-e 
upon them to choose one or the other side; but the 
entrance of God’s word giveth light. There comes 
a time in the experience of many when the scales 
fall from their eyes and they no longer see men as 
trees walking, but all things clearly; and then there 
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comes either formal separation or, what is equivalent 
thereto, a consciousness that they must find the spir- 
itual nourishment which they need outside the 
ecclesiastical organization with which they are con- 
nected. We see, therefore, that the evangelical in- 
fluence is working as a mighty force under the whole 
fabric of Russian society, preparing the way for great 
and sudden changes, like those which transform its 
ice-bound rivers and snow-covered fields into flowing 
streams and summer verdure.—ev. P. Z. Easton in 
The Missionary Review. 
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IMPORTANCE OF THE VERNACULARS 
IN CHINA. 


In his opening address at the fourth annual meet- 
ing of the Christian Vernacular Society of Shanghai, 
the president, the Rev. Y. K. Yen, gave his views re- 
specting the importance of using the vernaculars, or 
common speech of the Chinese, in the communication 
of religious truth, in place of the stilted classical style 
which the learned men of the land affect. Part of his 
address is as follows: 

At the risk of repetition I again emphasize the im- 
portance of the vernaculars. Their value is no longer 
an open question. In 1878, when the first missionary 
conference was held, this matter was the subject of a 
paper by the Rev. Mr. Goodrich. In the discussion 
which followed, Bishop Russell, Drs. Williamson, Ed- 
kins, Mateer and Douglass, Messrs. Crawford, Dodd, 
Valentine and Butler, took part, and all advocated the 
Mandarin and other vernaculars, excepting Dr. Ed- 
kins, who preferred the ordinary literary style. This 
importance was re-affirmed in the conference of 1890. 

Our individual experience teaches the same lesson. 
In bringing the Western ideas to the comprehension 
of my countrymen, whether in religion or in sciences, 
we need elementary books in matter and in language, 
and in the make-up there should be good type and 
good paper, with illustrations, so as to be attractive. 

What does history say? We learn that the great 
cause which changed the Latin to the vernaculars in 
Europe, was the desire to save all men through an 
intelligent and heartfelt acceptance of the Christian 
truth. The vernaculars being living Janguages, and 
on that account perspicuous and full of feeling, were 
found to be the best channels for conveying this truth, 
and hence they rose into favor. A like condition of 
things (for our various vernaculars bear the same re- 
lation to the Wenli as the English, the French and the 
German to the Latin), and a like cause exist here. 
A like change must be made, and the force to make 
it must come from without. _ 

Another point deserves to be remembered. Itis a 
fatality with our country that it has hit upon clumsy 
methods in the carrying out of most schemes. Our 
ideographic, unphonetic, and uninflectional language 
is one of the clumsy methods, one effect of which is 
that a lad, after four or five years of schooling, is 
hardly able to compose a letter, and that a man will 
_ gilibly read a page of print, and yet not understand its 
meaning. ' 

From careful observation it is found that there is 
only one in twenty who can read Wenli intelligently, 
and of women, one in 10,000; and the ratio of those 
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who read unintelligently is as one to five—that is to 
say, of every six people who read the characters, only 
one knows the meaning. Right around us, then, are 
men who read, but who read: mechanically ; and as 
these same characters could be made to represent an 
every day living language, and so to impart useful 
knowledge, the importance—nay, the necessity—of 
the vernacular system is seen at once. 

Many missionaries are doubtful about the vernac- 
ulars, because the teachers look upon them with dis- 
favor. The fact is, our literati are the most conserv- 
ative of our conservative people. They have an 
absurd and blind reverence for the clumsy Wenli, 
excelled only by the popular superstitious reverence 
for written paper. It is this same blind conservatism 
which, in Shanghai, has opposed the introduction of 
water-works into the city. Wherever and however 
this spirit is shown it ought to be condemned by men 
of progress. There is no better way to expose this 
unreasonable favor of the Wenli than to ask one of 
these same teachers to read an article in both, and to 
give the difference of the impressions on his mind. 

Sometimes one is nonplussed in hearing a man read 
for the first time a vernacular book, and yet appear 
not to grasp the meaning, and he is thereby led to 
form an ill opinion ofits adaptability. The fact is that 
the reader is taken by surprise by the novel style. 
Expecting only Wenli, his mind is, as it were, arrested 
by something unexpected, and he ceases to think and 
get the sense, just as a countryman, when spoken to by 
a foreigner for the first time, stares and takes in not 
one idea, however perfectly he speaks. In either 
case the reader or the hearer needs to become accus- 
tomed to the novelty, when the difficulty ceases. 

For myself, I am more and more convinced that 
missionaries ought to put their chief energy, as re- 
gards language, to the vernaculars; if north of the 
Yang-tse-Kiang and along the northern bank, into 
the Mandarin, and in other places into their respective 
vernaculars. 


THE CONVERSION OF A MANDARIN. 


[From the New York Evyangelist.} 


A few months ago, Ng-Wanchue, a scholar anda 
Mandarin from the province of. Kwang-Si, the prov- 
ince which ranks next to Hunan in the virulence of 
its anti-foreign, anti-Christian spirit, was baptized in 
Canton. The history of his awakening and accept- 
ance of the truth is of unusual interest, showing as it 
does most clearly the providence of God. 

When, a few years ago, thé missionaries of our 
Board were driven from Kwai-ping, in the province of 
Kwang-Si, their house was burned and their property 
stolen, Among the things carried off by the mob 
were a number of Christian books. One of these, a 
Gospel of Matthew, found its way into the hands of 
the magistrate of a neighboring district. It was re- 
garded with curiosity and some degree of abhorrence, 
as one of the magic books by which the “foreign 
devils”? bewitched the people. Among the scholars 
of this district there was one, at least, of real intelli- 
gence and liberal mind. During a visit to the district 
magistrate, who was a personal friend of this particu- 


lar scholar, the conversation turned on the outbreak _ 


and destruction of property at Kwai-ping. The 


4 
: 


October, 1893. 


scholar condemned the lawlessness of the act as con- 
trary to the teachings of Confucius, who inculcated 
hospitality to the stranger and argued that it was the 
duty of both officials and people to treat with civility 
and give protection to those who were sojourning 
among them in the sacred character of strangers and 
guests. The magistrate repeated some of the current 
and disgusting slanders against missionaries and for- 
eigners in general, and said he had a copy of one of 
their evil books. The scholar asked to see it, and 
took it home with him. He read this gospel carefully 
through from beginning to end. He frankly acknowl- 
edged that he could not understand very much of it, 
but was fully convinced of one thing, namely, that it 
was @ good book, that it taught the people to do right, 
and was not a book to be suppressed or condemned 
in any way. 

Some time after this, Ng-Wanchue, this sensible 
scholar, who also held official rank, was in the district 
of Yam-chow, in the extreme southwestern portion of 
the Canton province. While there, two colporteurs 
of the American Bible Society came to the town to 
sell Scriptures. The people were rude and hostile, 
offering them insult and violence. He was a witness 
of their ill-treatment, and knowing that the treaty 
guaranteed protection, went in person to the local 
magistrate and urged him to fulfill his duty in giving 
protection to the foreigners. A proclamation was 
issued, the mob was restrained from violence, and the 
missionaries escorted to the next town. In partial 
recognition of his friendly services, they presented 
Mr. Ng-Wanchue with a copy of the four Gospels and 
the Acts. He read these carefully, but as the Bible 
classical Chinese, without note or comment, is not 
always easily understood, even by a scholar, he did 
not fully grasp the truth he felt sure to be there. 

Later on he came to Canton and tried to find these 
Bible colporteurs, but failed. He went to several 
chapels, but could not understand the preachers, be- 
cause they spoke a different dialect. In this way he 
continued to grope in the dark, his desire for more 
light increasing all the time. At length he found his 
way to our chapel on Sz pai-lan Street, where Manda- 
rin is spoken, and met the paralytic preacher, Siu- 
Sun-Chan, who, being also from Kwing-Si, could not 
only talk freely with him, but had a deep fellow-feel- 
ing with him as having come from the same province 
and been led in a providential way to seek the truth. 
He placed himself under this preacher’s instruction 
for several months, and soon came into the full light 
of knowledge and faith. He gradually became ac- 
quainted with the elders and other members of the 
church, and eventually with the missionary. His 
heart and mind were opened. He accepted Christ 
and his teachings with a full, intelligent faith, and 
since his baptism has been growing in knowledge and 
love of the gospel continuously. I provided him with 
' numerous helps to the study of the Scriptures, and 
several treatises on the Christian evidences and the 
Christian life. These he has read and studied with 
avidity, sitting far into the night, sometimes until 
nearly daybreak, so absorbed has he been in this 
_ study. 

His father having recently died, he is debarred 
holding official position for three years. In the mean- 
-time he is employed in an important Government 
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office, in an unofficial position. His days are fully 
occupied in the office, so that the evening and night 
are the only time he has for study. His desire to 
know and understand the truth more fully is insati- 
able. He has given faithful witness before his com- 
panions and superiors in the office, and has created 
no little interest among the intellectual people of his 
acquaintance. His great desire is to carry the Gospel 
back to his native district in Kwang-Si. He has 
strong faith that God will open the way there for the 
widespread acceptance of the truth. 

He comes of a literary family, prominent in the 
Mandarinate. His father was a Prefect. His eldest 
brother is a Colonel. He is himself a graduate of 
over twenty years’ standing, with the rank of Dis- 
trict Magistrate. His son is also a graduate. He has 
a wide circle of friends and acquaintances among the 
gentry and literati of his district, among whom he 
seems to have considerable influence. He is plan- 
ning, when he can get leave of absence, to go, in 
company with one of our licentiates and an elder of 
the church, to his native place and open Christian 
work. He also wishes to bring his younger son, a 
youth of eighteen, to be trained in the mission school. 
Our hope and prayer is that his faith may stand the 
test, and that he may prove a chosen messenger to 
carry light into that dark province which is still prac- 
tically sealed against Christianity. 


THE LIFUAN BIBLE. 


The British and Foreign Bible Society publishes a 
Bible in Lifuan for the inhabitants of the Loyalty 
Islands, and a recent letter from the Rev. J. Radfield, 
in the Bible Society Reporter describes the joy with 
which copies of the last edition were received. 

“‘The complete Lifuan Bible is an unspeakable 
boon to our people and a blessing to our work. Like 
most other missionaries, I have to turn my attention 
to a variety of occupations in the course of every 
day, and by no means the least pleasant and interest- 
ing of these is the sale of the new and complete Bible. 
I can almost tell by a glance at a native’s face that he 
has come to buy a Bible. He approaches me with a 
stately, self-contained bearing quite peculiar to the 
occasion, and the very antipodes to the man who 
comes to beg a dose of salts. After spending a min- 
ute or so untying, with the aid of his teeth, a series of 
dirty scraps of cloth, he produces his eleven francs, 
and in return receives his book. Then comes the in- 
teresting moment. With trembling eagerness, he 
seizes the long-coveted prize, his eyes sparkling with 
pride and his face beaming with happiness. Now, at 
length, he is the possessor of the precious volume. 
Swiftly he glances over it in search of a possible 
blemish, sometimes sitting down to examine each 
page. Then, stooping over it with much tender solici- 
tude, he wraps it in a handkerchief, [places it in a 
mat bag and starts for his home journey, may be 
forty or sixty miles away. Of the 2,000 Bibles you 
consigned to us we have already sold about 1,500.” 


A JAPANESE describes a book printed in the style 
familiar to American and European eyes, as one “in 
which the writing ran from side to side, like the crawl- 
ing of crabs.” 
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EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS. 

ILLinois.—The auxiliaries reporting for August are 
three, viz., Boone, Grundy, and Stephenson counties, 
These auxiliaries are all in good financial condition 
and out of debt, and the work is well attended to in 
their respective fields. 

The Grundy County Auxiliary held an interesting 
anniversary in the Presbyterian Church, Sabbath even- 
ing, July 30th. The services were well attended. 

Stephenson County Auxiliary is still in line and 
wide awake in the Bible cause. Its forty-fourth anni- 
versary was held in the First Presbyterian Church in 
Freeport on Sunday evening, August 29th. It was, as 
usual, an occasion of much interest. The auxiliary 
made a donation of $250 to the Parent Society. This 
makes nearly $15,000 donated to the American Bible 
Society in the forty-four years of its history. About 
$20,000 have been remitted on book account. Such 
a record is well worth preserving. 

InNDIANA.—The second Sabbath. of August was 
given to the Pendleton and Vicinity Society, when we 
had a profitable anniversary. I had the pleasure, the 
next Sabbath, of being with the Benton Auxiliary at 
Fowler, where a large and attentive audience listened 
to the presentation of the Bible cause. 

Sunday, the 27th, was, I trust, profitably spent 
with the Randolph County Society at Union City. 
For this season of the year the interest taken and the 
collections afforded encouragement. 

Towa.—On Sunday, August 20th, 1893, the Jackson 
County Auxiliary Bible Society celebrated its fiftieth 
anniversary. We had very interesting and profitable 
meetings. We had two with us that were present at 
the organization, and our faithful brother, J. C. 
Hughey, who has been connected with the society for 
nearly forty years, is still its honored president. 

The last Sunday of the month was spent with the 
Palo Alto County Auxiliary Bible Society, centering 
at Emmetsburg. 

MICHIGAN AND WISCONSIN.—Two thousand nine 
hundred miles of travel during the month of August 
have enabled your Superintendent to visit nineteen 
Bible societies. 

The second Sunday of the month was spent at Bad 
Axe in Huron County, Mich. I spoke in the morning 
at the Methodist Church, and in the evening ad- 
dressed a union service at the Presbyterian Church. 
Many of the people were not able to gain admission 
to the church, so large was the crowd who came to 
the meeting. This was in the midst of that vast terri- 
tory that was devastated by fire several years ago. 
The people who were living in this county at the 
time of the “great fire” were lavish in their praises 
of the American Bible Society in its generous work 
of supplying with Bibles the people who were ren- 
dered homeless and helpless. 

The work of children’s supply is going on with in- 
creased appreciation by parents and the churches. 

_ MINNESOTA AND NorTH AND SoutH DaKoTa,— 
I reached Plankinton, S. D., the second Sunday in 
August, and preached morning and afternoon for the 
Welsh Presbyterian Church, some nine miles out in 
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the country, and in the evening attended and ad- 
dressed the annual meeting of the Aurora County 
Bible Society, held in the Congregational Church. 

On the morning of the 20th I preached in the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church of Madison, S. D. In the eve- 
ning the annual meeting of the Lake County Bible 
Society was held in the Baptist Church and was ad- 
dressed by your Superintendent. ‘This society prom- 
ises to be active in the future. 


New JERSEY, DELAWARE, AND STATEN ISLAND.— 
The month of August, though so generally a season 
of vacation, has witnessed considerable activity in 
many portions of this district. A thorough canvass 
is going forward now in Camden, Middlesex, Bur- 
lington, Cumberland, Ocean, Union and Monmouth 
Counties, in New Jersey; and in New Castle County, 
Delaware. The first Sabbath in the month I pres- 
ented our cause in the Third Presbyterian Church, 
Trenton, and received a cordial welcome and liberal 
offerings from that large and influential congregation. 
August 13th was spent in Woodbridge, N. J., with the 
Methodist Episcopal and Presbyterian Churches. On 
the following Sabbath, I had a day of much interest 
with the Methodist Episcopal Churches at George- 
town, Hedding and Columbus, N. J., the latter church 
making the largest contribution ever received from 
that congregation. Sunday, August 27th, I conducted 
services in the Presbyterian Church at Basking Ridge. 
Both pastor-and people are in fullest sympathy with 
the American Bible Society, and responded liberally 
in offerings for the cause. On the 29th of August I 
addressed the annual meeting of the Hunterdon 
County Bible Society held in the Presbyterian Church 
at Flemington, N.J. Reports indicated a good year, 
with contributions in advance of the former year. 

I have been 18 days from home on official duty, 
sent out 105 letters, 2,396 documents, and traveled 
I,oIo miles, 


NEw Yorx.—Dutchess County Female Bible So- 
ciety held its annual meeting at Amenia on the 30th of 
the month. Its annual report shows, that forty new 
members have been added to its roll of contributors, 
A scholarly address was given by Rev. A. Venema, 
D.D., of New Paltz, followed by an address by your 
Superintendent. This is a live organization. 


Outo.—The visitation of a large number of auxil- 
iaries, and conferences with them during the month of 
August has, I think, been profitable, as several of 
them have in contemplation the canvass of their fields. 

The Paulding County Auxiliary has entered upon a 
thorough canvass, and the Tuscarawus County So- 
ciety is continuing its work, 


OREGON, WASHINGTON, IDAHO, MONTANA, AND 
Uran.—During August I have visited and addressed 
the Oregon Annual Conference of the United Breth- 
ren Church, which met at Philomath, in Benton 
County, Oregon; the Idaho Annual Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, which met at Baker 
City, Oregon; the Pacific Conference of the African 
M. E, Church and the Puget Sound Conference of the 
M. E. Church, which met at Seattle, Washington, and 
the Oregon Conference of the M. E. Church, which 
held its annual session at Albany, Oregon. All these 
conferences passed resolutions favorable to the work 
of the American Bible Society. 


October, 1893. 


CHARLESTON BIBLE SOCIETY. 


We are glad to note the continued interest mani- 
fested by this very efficient auxiliary. Not only does 
it take good care of its own field, but also makes 
liberal donations from time to time to the Parent 
Society. 

By a typographical error in the Annual Report for 
1893, an injustice was done to that Auxiliary. The 
report only credited it with a donation of sixty dollars 
for the last year, when it should have been six hun- 
dred dollars. Such mistakes are of rare occurrence 
in our Reports. From remittances already received 
during the present year, notwithstanding the financial 
pressure all over the country, the Charleston Bible 
Society gives promise of exceeding its generous 
donation of the previous year. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


EIGHTY-NINTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
/PORTION OF THE ADDRESS OF THE REV. H. B. 
MACARTNEY. 

Many of us have gone out to the colonies many 
years ago, and we may be thought to have old- 
fashioned ideas, but we believe that all Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and, apart from 
errors of translators or copyists, we believe that 
it contains no mistake—that the Bibleis sound in 
the great principles of science, just as it is sound 
as a book of morality or religion. My venerable 
father, the Dean of Melbourne, has been reading 
the Bible and books about it, both hostile and friendly, 
for the greater part of a century, and his belief in the 
word of God is more steadfast to-day than ever it 
was. He is increasingly persuaded that everything 
to us, as Churchmen, as Protestants, and as believers, 
rests on our being assured as to its infallibility. Our 
Australian land-crab makes its hole, but leaves no 
earth on the surface, and if we are galloping and the 
horse puts his foot into one of these holes his leg is 
broken. Now, in God’s word we don’t believe there 
are any crab-holes, but that every word is pure, and 
we can rest on it, as on our Heavenly Father’s truth. 
There has been published, some time ago, a critical 
review of the books of the Old Testament, written by 
an eminent man of learning, by way of defending the 
faith ; but it appeared to many, that the writer had 
surrendered all the outworks, and had only kept a 
small citadel in the centre. Before I left Melbourne 
my father expressed the opinion that if he had time 
to publish a volume of the wrong and rash and pre- 
mature conclusions of scientific men that had come 
under his observation during the last eighty years it 
would be a most entertaining volume, and would 
strengthen the faith of those who believe in the purity 

and integrity of the word of God. 
Yes, we believe in plenary inspiration; and I was 
glad to hear a venerable missionary say to-day, “‘It 
is not ‘Thus said the Lord,’ but ‘Thus saith the 
Lord’”’; for he has neither past nor future in relation 
to himself, but lives in an eternal present, and what 
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he said thousands of years ago is just as true as ever 
it was. The first thing is believing in the word, in its 
truth ; and the next is circulating the word. “Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” All around 
the nations of the earth men are dying—are spiritually 
dead ; but when the spiritually dead, by the power of 
the Spirit, begin to feed upon the word, they live, and 
they read that God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son that men might be partakers of 
his divine life. Oh! see that while you live you do 
all in your power that every living man, woman, and 
child may be possessed of a copy of the holy book, and 
may be able to read in their own tongue the wonder- 
ful works of God. 

But believing and circulating it, we must see to it, 
moreover, as friends of the grand old Bible society, 
that the book is read. I believe it is true that it is 
not read as it ought to be. I met once the head of a 
college founded for intellectual and religious pur- 
poses, and that principal sustained her own soul from 
day to day by having a little book of devotion which 
had only one text for every day, and she just read that 
one text, and went in the strength of that meat till it 
was time to goto bed. But I want you, young men 
and women, whose habits are not fully formed, to join 
the ‘morning watch,” and constrained by the love of 
Christ, by your love for your fellow men, and by your 
love for the Lord himself, to ‘‘shake off dull sloth, 
and early rise, to pay your morning sacrifice”—to read 
more and more widely than that. My father’s mother 
read the Bible through and through privately every 
year, and the dean himself had all his children and 
servants to read with him for twenty minutes at eight 
o’clock every morning, and he catechised us in every 
chapter consecutively from Genesis to Revelation. 
That is part of the divine command, ‘“‘Teach them 
diligently unto thy children.’ If we are to be full of 
God, we must be full of his word; “If ye abide in 
me, and my words abide in you”—“‘ Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly.”’ If you are found to be 
one whose character is built on the word of God, you 
will be a power in the world. It is a terrible thing to 
live in unbelief. 


“ And better had he ne’er been born 
Who lives to Goubt or lives to scorn.” 


- In painting truth, God is like the artist. The artist 
claims it is an artist’s right that he locate his own 
picture. Some time ago different artists entered into 
competition, at the request of the Russian government, 
in painting the portrait of the late czar. A day was 
fixed when all should submit their work to a com- 
mittee appointed to decide what pictures should be 
admitted to public exhibition. One artist among 
others brought his picture to the reception com- 
mittee. The committee so disliked the man’s work, 
that they told him his picture could not be admitted 
to competition. The artist replied: “I claim the right 
of hanging that picture before I will submit to its 
rejection, for its location has been part of my plan.” 
The committee could not deny this plain right. He 
put his work, which seemed so clumsy and coarse, at 
a studied distance. Spectators were allowed to come 
so near, and no nearer. When the great day of 
decision came, that picture, set according to the 
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artist's mind, was the picture that won universal 
acceptance. In painting his truth, God claims the 


right of setting the truth, and the setting of the truth 
sometimes is everything. In the Bible, his own 
inspired word, he sets the truth. If we would give 
his truth to the world as he wants it to be given, 
we must keep close to the book. Hence, I raise the 
cry in the church of God to-day: Back from the 
man-drawn creed to the Bible; back from human 
systems of theology to the Bible; back from man’s 
way of presenting doctrine to God’s way of present- 
ing doctrine. The infallible word! The infallible 
word! Let this be enthroned as the supreme author- 
ity in all matters that pertain to the religious life— 
Dr. D. Gregg. 


HOW TO READ THE BIBLE. 


Remember that it is God’s word to men. In these 
days, when it is urged so often that the Bible must be 
treated like any other book, there is need of empha- 
sizing the fact that it is not like any other book. This 
is the most significant fact about it, to overlook which 
means to misunderstand the Bible seriously, if not 
fatally. We do not object to the application to it of 
the acutest critical study, such as is bestowed upon 
other books. But this study fails chiefly of its end 
when it disregards the unique character of the Bible 
as the word of God. Ordinary readers, of course, do 
not attempt to adopt the point of view of the critical 
expert. Yet many of them need to be reminded that 
the Bible is different from other books. 

Read it conscientiously, for the benefit of the soul. 
It is rich in history, philosophy, and poetry; but these 
all are meant to be subordinate to its converting and 
sanctifying purpose and use. It is meant, primarily, 
to help us to hate and avoid sin, to love God, to 
accept the redemption offered in Jesus Christ, and to 
follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit. To suppose 
that any other purpose which it fulfills is intended to 
outrank this, is to misunderstand the facts dangerously. 
This being its aim, there is hardly need to add that it 
should be read attentively and prayerfully; attent- 
ively, so that the profound riches of its meaning may 
be discovered ; and prayerfully, so that the heart may 
be enabled by the Holy Spirit to appropriate them. 

Read it sometimes passage by passage, with the 
closest scrutiny, and sometimes read a whole book at 
once, for the general impression and spirit. Above all, 
practice its teachings. Our age is one of increasing 
general and reverent study of the Bible, and this will 
prove the antidote to the materialistic tendencies 
which also are so conspicuous.— Za. 


THE RIGHT ATMOSPHERE. 


The Bible is not an iron safe, to be opened by those 
who are keen enough to discover the combination: it 
is rather a rare and delicate flower, that must have a 
certain atmosphere before it can be induced to unfold 
its petals and disclose its honey-cup and share with 
you its sweet perfume. 

The atmosphere of the book is the atmosphere of 
prayer. When you have entered your closet and 
opened the window toward Jerusalem and felt the 
heavenly breeze fan your cheeks—then the dull pages 
are transformed into a living voice and the book 
becomes indeed the word of God.— The Bible Reader. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The stated meeting of the Board of Managers was 
held at the Bible House on Thursday, October 5th, 
1893, Theophilus A. Brouwer, Esq., Vice-President, in 
the chair. 

Devotional services were conducted by Secretary 
Gilman. 

On recommendation of the Committee on Dis- 
tribution, grants of Bibles, Testaments, and Portions 
were made to the value of about $1,648, including 
consignments for colportage work in Yucatan, Vene- 
zuela, and Colombia. 

The issues from the Bible House in September 
were 89,169 volumes; issues since April Ist, 1893, 
523,477 volumes. 


Deceased Members. 


Rev. George L. Roberts, La Salle, Ill. 

Prof. Gustavus Fischer, New Brunswick, N. J. 
Rey. Richard Morgan, Ludlow, Vt. 

Rey. Rufus Day, East Corinth, Me. 

Rey. William W. Letson, Allendale, N. J. 

Rey. Albert H. Brown, Newark, N. J. 

Rey. Hugh C. MacBride, Fruitvale, Cal. 


Summary of District Superintendents? Reports for 
the month of August, 189}. 


Number of District Superintendents reporting....,.. 21 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., Visited.......csscseessees 147 
Anniversaries attended......... ai eleieretnielntaletestonietiateicciiete 46 
New Societies and Committees formed........sesseee 12 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 220 
TObters BOWE. vies «see's /ainie vie se siemiestereeieienists Selsraeieleieleslerctsie 2,198 
Miles travelled on Official Guty......-.ccececseeceevecs 33,802 


Donations and subscriptions secured for Bible cause $1,069 14 


Summary of Bible Distribution in August by 20 Col- 
porteurs and 16 County Agents reporting. 
Colporteurs. Co. Ag’tes. 


Days Of Service s.ss cavevencsetevcceveeetcens 457 379 
Miles travelled...... Rielereinte cre:ninleferaiaalele nig ainlvlereters 4,969 8,103 
Families visited by them.....c..cececeeereese 6,852 6,717 
Families found without a copy of Scriptures 1,138 823 
Families supplied by sale or gift..........05 828 503 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition. 541 322 
Number of books sold) dain erties siete 2,945 1,031 
Value:of Books. s01G, sissitis cenisw <a sions seceee $879 65 $488 14 
Number of books distributed gratuitously. 738 770 
Value of books distributed gratuitously... $162 60 $172 43 
Contributions received.....cssseceeeseseeess $1IB 05 $634 15 


Summary of 55 Annual Reports of Auxiliary Socie- 
ties, received in September, 189, 3. 


Receipts from sales in twelve Months,........seee00+ $2,888 64 
Receipts from collections and donations.. vavsescsnsee  1,109°05 
Paid American Bible Society on book account...... 2,525 30 
Paid American Bible Society on donation account.. 539 95 
Expended on their own flelds.......ccecceecevecscvens, 824 98 
Value Of DOOKS donated. .cccceccercerseevsivesevvecens 841 71 
Value of stock on hand at date.......csscceeceeeecess 4,889 84 
No. of these auxiliaries reporting general operations 3 
Collecting and distributing Agents employed........ 3 
Families visited) DyitNOMa is eisicms oisrsiesiaivtelsreienieice ea slein'e 3,675 
Families Pound! CEstit tess leiereeivivisis evn ssiecievsiscce ssi 358 
Destitute families SUPpPlied......ccseccecceceveveveeees 325 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition.........008 BEY 
Sabbath and other schools Supplied........sseeseceees 8 


October, 1893. 


RECEIPTS IN SEPTEMBER, 1893. 


LEGACIES. 
Crowell, Sarah H., late of Holden, Me. $200 00 
Claudy, Abraham, late of Cumber- 
LCN HOLES MARRS eee ee ce 937 23 
Ford, Eunice J. M., late of Ann Ar- 
UL galt 0 NER ne noe oe ee er 1,000 00 
Kirk, Edward N. Kird, D. D., late of 
BRORGA EIT MARR cok Oo Au Ree Gore 470 86 
Laidlaw, Margaret, late of Jefferson 
CIES AS Sa ee eee ae 50 00 
Wheaton, Eliza, late of New York.. 617 83 
$3,275 94 


GIFTS FROM INDIVIDUALS. 


Atwater, Mrs. L. B., Canon City, Col. $2 00 
Cortelyou, Hattie V.. Kansas City, Ks. 1 00 
Children of Albion, Iowa............. 81 

se of Bellevue, Iowa........... 3 32 

hie SH Osare Towa sso cts 65 
Cuniving, E., Laramie, Wyo.......... 1 00 
Contributions through China Agency 41 40 
Collections by Colporteurs........... 157 19 
Daveiss, Annie T., Harrodsburg, Ky. 1 00 
Zodividual donations... ............. 4 34 
Junior Epworth League, Osceola, 

BND caves see Aci ieeew a Coated eR 2 00 
Beatie DP ONG Voss ck cs cacs vecdicaek 3 00 
Robertson, Mrs. Dr., Armada, Mich. 90 
Swan, Mrs. Clara S., Metropolis, Ill.. 5 00 
Seward, ©. D., Ararat, Pa..........., 49 
Thayer, S. Henry, Cambridge, Mass.. 1 00 
Webster, Judge Wm., Reno, Ney..... 5 00 

$324 90 
CHURCH COLLECTIONS. 
CONNECTICUT. 
prarten. Meth. Top. Chis. .isesscsu scsews $3 00 
Kast Berlin, Meth. Ep. Ch......2...... 2 00 
Nichols, N. Y. East. Conf.............. 1 00 
Guilford, First Cong. Ch.............- 10 00 
DELAWARE. 
Wilmington, Pres. Choe eccncevescvwncve 1 00 
GEORGIA. 
Augusta, St. James’ Meth. Ep. Ch. 

LS eRe eae Anima 6 50 
Green Circuit, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.. 1 20 
IDAHO, 

Idaho Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch............ 12 00 
Norwegian & a ‘Mission Conf., 
Meth. Ep.Ch.... 12 00 
INDIAN TERRITORY. 

PV RCCIOCK, ETCS. CD. . J ccsccccssisccevese 8 00 
2 IOWA. 

Rockford, Cong. Ch..........ssseeeeee- 10 00 
‘ KANSAS. 

Kansas City, Grand View Park Pres. 

WE reve cba cscs Gewese Shope cite’ late 5 50 
Phillipsburgh, Meth. Ep. Ch.......... 8 00 
Thayer, Christian Ch...........eeee0s 3 82 

LOUISIANA. 
Abbeville, Meth. Ep. Ch. South....... ; 10 00 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Amesbury, Meth. Ep. Ch.... ... Siero siete 3 00 
MINNESOTA. 
Hutchtnson, Danish Baptist Ch. ..... 400 
Minneapolis, Bethlehem Pres. Ch. and 
MISSISSIPPI. 
Humision, Meth. Ep. Ch. South....... 16 40 
eee Bs) Of ON he Canadoceticaee 35 
nm Springs, Episcopal Ch.... 1 50 
EICK; EXER Cline sieeicles salen 6 00 
ney, Pres. Chobe ees ieee Woaee 400 
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MISSOURI. 
Hamburg Circuit, M. E.Ch. South... § 26 00 
IMERIOOT ETON. Olas candy sca vevceeiewests 53 
Rocheport, Meth. Ep. Ch. South...... 2 30 
Slater, Meth. Ep. Ch. South........... 1 65 
MONTANA. 
Montana Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch........ . 16 00 
NEBRASKA, 
Curtis, Cong. le Raicetinees Sesiee'ele veleite 2 00 
Da Wt, Cond. SoBe cicsccv sees senee 1 35 
Ly Cong. Ry aedaeia w'elaletale Wiv'e'c svowears 8 95 
Mu Meth. HpeCay. ic. eee 4 30 
Omaha, Meth. Ep. Ch. South,........ 5 00 
NEVADA 
Nevada Mission Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch. 20 00 
TRAN OURS GH sc encar steve. scessieelee'e 8 10 
SP MOUND. COllitete ny cesses eevee e 10 10 
NEW JERSEY. 
Trenton, First Pres. Ch..........sce00 20 00 
NEW YORE. 
Jay, Meth. Ep. Ch. & Cong............ 4% 00 
Mariavilie, Pres. Ch.... ...... eevee 6 00 
Oneida, First Meth. Ep. Ch........... 80 00 
Poughkeepsie, First Reformed Ch.... 66 64 
Putineyville, Reformed Ch.... ...... 5 6 50 
Sterling Valley, United Pres. Ch...... 18 12 
Sterling, Meth. Ep. Ch...........s0500 é 400 
OHIO. . 
Cuyahoga Fails, Meth. Ep. Ch........ 4 00 
Hikion, Meth. Ep. Chu......ccesseccses 8 00 
East Ohio Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch....... 562 00 
Fredericksburg, North Ohio Conf.... 9 00 
Leipsic, Meth. Ep. Ch.......cccsesesses 8 00 
Springfield, Second Pres. Ch.......... 15 79 
Warren, Meth. Ep. Ch........ ssseces 15 00 
Weilshfield, Meth. Ep. Ch 1 00 
OREGON. 
Oregon Conf., United Brethren Ch.. 159 
Oregon Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch.......... 41 50 
Puget Sound Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch.... 29 05 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Mediad; PLES CHisc.sccnsceor-cces Melelele 4 25 67 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Connelly Springs, M. E. Ch. South... 2 50 
Charleston, Spring Street Ch......... 170 
Clinton; Press CH ec cecc<ocse cee wee 419 
SOUTH DAKOTA. 
Black Hills Mission Conf., Meth. Ep. 

Ee scoacosacus Gao AMiaccdpssceoaa pqaa00 : 6 00 
Plankinton, Welsh Pres. Ch......++++ 7 00 
TEXAS. 

Corsican, PLES. Ch... cic. cc..esscceecos 2 85 
Taylor, Pres. Ch..... piiiigisisiciels seicie sete Go 6 75 
WES? VIRGINIA. 

Charleston, Pres. Ch.......- aaeccniseeile 80 00 
WYOMING. 

Wyoming Mission Conf.....,....-++++ 2 00 

$1,167 39 
FOREIGN LANDS. 
BRAZIL. 
Bahia, Baptist Ch..........c.ececcceene % 50 
Minas Dist., Meth. Ep. Ch.. fees 89 67 


Piracicaba, Meth. Ep. Ch........+-+006 6 25 


$53 42 
AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 
Credited Credited 

as Donation. on Account. 

AlaDaMa......ccrereeeee $93 69 
Atkins, Ark...... Anoato 4 40 
Apalachacola, Fla... 23 78 
Adams Co., lowa.... 25 45 
Albion & Vicinity, Iowa.... $5 33 24 50 
Ackworth & Vicinity, Iowa 14 20 
Almont Co., Mich...........- 15 58 
Adams Co., Ohio.........-.++ 48 49 


Credited 
as Donation, on Account. 


Alken 'C0.,S5\ Ciieecstierereeviiere 
Aurora Co.,8.D.. 
Austin, Texas,... 
Bessemer, Al&....sccccscvese 
Bartow Co., Ga 
Barnesville, Ga 
Boyd Co., Ky..... 

Brown. CO Lily ictacecsevvews 


Blackford Co., Ind 
Boone Co., Iowa.... See 
BayiCos Michinaencsscneeseke 
Bad Axe Bible Com., Mich., 
BOOM COs, MO. cersiriteetedieeie 
Bergen Co., 
Burke Co., N. C Uisteloie\eleletetelsralenie 
Boone Co., 
Bastrop Co., Texas. 
Central, Ark 
CaLPoOlMOOs, Ls ctesiciecisiseismerere 
Champaign Co., Ill.......... 
Chicago; Tics. 
Clinton Co., Iowa.... 
Columbus City, Iowa........ 
ClOUd! COs, Kis ieee ce asics 
CLAS OO oy ateisicfolete sioteiatelsiere's 
Carlisle & Nicholas Co., Ky. 
Gass Cor MO mestrleatectssictereiere 
Cooper Co., Mo.. 
Carterville, Mo 600 
Cattaraugus Co., N. Y......- 
Columbia Co., N. Y...... 
Cayuga Co., N. Y....... 
Cum perland Co., N. Cine 
Cabarras Co., 
Cincinnati Young Men’s 
Bible Society, Ohio........ 
Cairo & Vicinity, W. Va.... 
Clintonville & Vic. Bible 
Committee, Wis........... 
Cheyenne City, Wyo. 
Carbon Co., Wyo..... 
Dalton, Ga ...... 
Dade Co., Mo.... ... 
Delaware Co., N. Y.. 
Dutchess Co., N. Y 


Dell Rapids & Vic., 8S. D..... 
Dublin, Texas: sentences 5 
Emmet Co., Iowa....... aioterle 
Fort Valley, Ga@.......ciseses 


Franklin Co., Ind 
Fayette Co., Ohio.. 
Garland Co., Ark... 
Green Co., Ala..... 
Gallatin Co., Ky...... ow 
Geneva & Vic., NeD........++ 
Galion, Ohl0, ....cc<cesssssnes 
Gallia Co., Ohio............6. 
Greenbrier Co., W. Va...... 0 
Green Co., Wis......... ie 
Howard Co., Iowa. 


"Hall! O0., NCD. f..86.0 « 


Hunterdon Co., N.J........ 5 
Harrison Co., Texas.. 
Hunt Co,, Texas......ccccees 
Huntington & Vic., W. Va.. 
P2aTd CG.) Avice -curcsesiislccle . 
Jefferson Co. Ala. . 
Jackson Co., Ark.... 
Johnson Co., Ill.... 
Jefferson Co., Ind. 


eeeeeee 


Jennings Co., Ind...... ates 
Jasper CO,, LOWA......6. see 
Jackson Co., lowa.... ...+++ 
Kent Co., Mich........ 
Limestone Co., Ala.... 


Leesburgh, Fla...... ....- 
Ves ‘Cogill..........08. 
La Porte Co., Ind...... 
LYONS, LOWB.....creeceesceees 5 
Lincoln Co., Ks.... 
Lewis Co., W. Va... 6 
Laramie City, Wy0.......... 
Lake Co., 8. D 
Lincoln Co., S. D........-++6 
Ladonia, Texas........ 
Morrillton, ArK..........0008 
Marrietta, Ga......seeeeeee fa 


see eeeeee 


Soe 


serene 


$5 50 


42 40 


1i 00 


TS7 


Credited 
$15 96 


80 00 
23 35 
30 00 
1 35 


40 00 
28 62 
15 97 
12 22 
100 00 
21 44 
36 90 
100 00 
46 84 
2 15 
48 20 
10 45 
14 95 
118 81 
5 00 
2 05 


144 00 
47 04 
40 21 
25 


16 00 
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i i i i Credited Credited 

as ination. Sipe: is Dona. ae kel t. as Donation. on Account 
Macoupin Co., Ill........++++ $26 07 Nickerson, KS............0+- $24 30 Reidville, S. C........4++ tose $i 15 
McHenry Co., Ill. ..c.ccecesss 22 87 Niagara Co., N. Y.... 216 50 Ronceverte & Vic., W. Va.. 50 00 
Molean 'Co., Li svccssecesees $30 00 Navarro Co., Texas........++ 19 80 Ratchie Co., W. Va.......06 $3 54 26 61 
Montebello, Ill...........0008 4 84 Osceola Co., Fla.....e.esees 25 00 Sumpter Co., Ga..........00. 16 CO 
Montgomery Co., Il........ 10 00 Ottawa Co., Mich..........++ 11 62 Stephenson Co., Il.......... 259 00 
Michigan City, Ind.......... 2 27 Oregon, Oregon...........+6 66 16 St. Clair Co., Mich......0..+- 16 50 
Mitchell Co., Iowa.........- 15 62 1784 Orangeburg Co., S.C........ 1086 South Haven, Mich.......... 19% 
Morris CO; KS: hunesueccavers 11 54 Outagamie Co., Wis......... 1250 Saline Co., MO.......0..0000. 47 26 
Maysville & Mason Co., Ky. 88 98 PHU pS COccmamaenses sa. cee 2 25 Salise Cos, NOD. :.s<nceesacie 40 43 
Manistee Co., Mich........+. 82 88 Pierce OG Gad aecrssec. ses 80 88 Schoharie Co., N. Y........+++ 18 26 f 
Mason Co., Mich....... eh 1896 Pendleton & Vic., Ind....... 2160 St. Lawrence Co.,N. Y...... 185 00 
Montcalm Co., Mich Tie Polk'Co., LOWasenvectocscsoee 25 00 Stark Co., Ohi0.....<s0.s2006 2 00 
Mount Pleasant Bib. Com.. 2 70 Phillips Co:, K8.5.0.0200.0000 28 54 Sanborn Co., 8S. D...... ...+« 40 57 
Mound City, Mo 22 60 POE CO ANeDrese | a0 08 00 48 84 Southwestern Washington, = 
Mount Zion, Mo 80 00 738 Port Sanilac B. C., Mich..... 14 86 WSR. cies sscsccccceccces 5% 
Middlesex Co., N.J..... 0s. 262 44 Pipestone Co., Minn......... $3 56 22 85 Talladega Co., Ala........... 20 00 
Maysville, 8. C.......000e000 500 Portage Co., Ohio 1056 Thomas Co.,Ga@........-...++ 84 00 
MoOGdy COG Si Dercwnrciewaesies 87:62 Pennsylvabtdweee ey. s 0s 1,000 69 ‘Tarboro, N. C......ssseeseees 2 45 
Monroe Co., W. Va... 9 00 4 00 Russellville & Vicinity, Ark. 65 50 Turner Co., 8. D.........---. 3 00 45 54 
Mineral Point, Wis.. awe 10 00 Randolph Co., Ind.........+- 47 59 Tyler Co., TEX&B.....-.ccccee 10 00 
EN GPCLORSS Giisonscisensmsiccincisis 8 80 Rice CO., Kiss ivescecscvese ccs 84 56 Timpson, TexXas.........cc000 84 00 
Newtown & Vic., Ind..... .. q 12 Ramsey Co., Minn........... 121 53 Union Co., Miss...........006 38 92 
Norton ville; Rigi sone sccvcsee 86 96 Rensselaér Co., N. Y........ 18 00 Union; Wii Vases cic ste awe 8 50 5 03 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


RECEIPTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 


Income Returns 
co From Sales Sales re- 
. Church ae Gifts | gales of | reported |_, °™ | ported by from __|Miscellane| Total Total 
Legacies: ee xO aus pee. Books __| by Colpor- pine Foreign ne peri ous, Tranafers. Cash. 
ons. | iliaries, " | Donated. | teurs. Funds. | 48°2% | societies. 
a cae anne ‘ res eee 
Cash ......| 3,275 94 | 1,220 81 | 1,018 49 824 90 831 33 | 1,454 26 | 1,644 58 | 10,287 71 wens 110 19,509 12 
Transfers. serve SAGO ete rele wales 293 h1 say pare sare eee: 293 b1 
po PA UPXATLATION sion lpte's's eValcterersicversie's veils slatelerstelaisteletalotstenieciorslatotalststelele-e sie e aie/etsiereleleremiers’ eleisivie's e mirtale eet a acerenentoeee weds 203 13 7,476 31 - 
THe DradOsscsccese Pisleiereislolclclaislsreiac sloniaremeeemactce.s 5s iaraete o|cibiciate-aivielsiaie-vtctatolelelolotclelate ra stenine tates rane hh, 29 1,833 50 
See ELON taverclotsion <r ates sens sisleivixeheitreib cite see DOUUDORC Cor: AnOSee Sis sc wn Sete Ae apa latetal eo ecdleteoaieia's c'e'alows eisleni eters eiota'ginraretal Ma ee NORCIE 1362 54 
“Interest on Available Funds.............0+5 sfelcieiserse Es i oretitoaes SaaSiereteach eisteiaet sup wibisien*sialets sie cttaaere 2368 90 
oe . subject to Life Interest......... Cdn rene ced rvs = GrasdinlorH Oa eae eT essio ss bisfoisialstamiea ace ataete wsfewas ” 87 BO 
Fee SJ MBUrT: DESACYs LN OOME see reseed os hate ones omeataatetene tear cee See a CRS wh toewee ating Sete ee 5 42 
“Available Funds—Drawn from Trust Co.......... SOCSCSRInGED acta SS inietelele’eisinlcieceinlainletersietely sie tie elnetetts 25,000 00 
“  Blectric Light...,...........- Sap 2 a. ee ee en "51 50 
“British and Foreign Bible Society............. hor aaren fava ahentaser ences nGreetteees tas Dantas Meee asteeoiee 871 93 
“Trust Funds—Fitch-Shepard Bible Fund..... ww eaaTesaes o siete’aste eae wets wiiaic wee os nistevle ee teaierewes Seeulcwan 75 00 
“Subscriptions for Columbian Exposition....:........ Mslusis' o's we eesets (acti) Ne eats wacom melaee as ameter 17 00 
Fe Gilg UReGelvVable: -accec nde cco sos Wiveoimen sateceairtianes seus laemeeheenat elarioe deans nee Mdeieme des 61 53 
From Depository: 
Valuer Booksskastted ssc cntctires salir wioau's vae'vcstiese eee ocee hee 18,057 16 
Retail Sales iiee seaety dene ree lkaieeien see ea ies ce ee Gee oo Sees Pe ne ewe: ENE OSS "eh 75 1,814 56 
Bun ries TM ect esesxeteivierlerten eros cists cieteieaiea Tracey alae eats i Meet aie e Sie eae ara aieretnaiemacaeaee Ree 5 16 : 
Se ee ee ae ee ee ee eee ee 
RECEIPTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
a ee ee ee ee ey 
Books Delivered Repairs to Sales of Waste . 
to Depository; Plates’ Material, Job Work, Finished Plates. | Miscellaneous, 7 
9 
Transfers........ 20,35). 87 168 85 11 36 700 75 re 21,235 83 
————————————————————————_—_—_—_—_————— 
n ; : ————— 
‘otal TYADELEMS....+0.0ersvessoresetersssscsaccvevancsesceseesenersenncsessusecorsanecs 44,957 66 


Cash ROGeL pts vague nseaesinscpae's ss sisinis.e0.siveirien se tateeeem eens Tee eeE cated aan eee cerns 60,025 11 ! 
eee . 3 


O\CR)e 0m. 20.6 Se la\e[Riniereie 16 8 sla) S\Sinipioi€ 6.0: /8.\6.0)6\¢ 8 '8\¥ 6.5 .y\n\n 6) pip 4,0 \n ele sie wie ain vereia lc 


| 9,049 51 

N, B.—The amounts in Iratio type are not actual cash transactions, but nece. ‘|—— 

4 ssary payments b: S| 

= Naees te re FAN DenEe De: Geter em 
. zs Bs 
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ee Ta ota | Lockwood, Rev. J. H., Diet. Supt, Tevaritvs Cenoyanaanvoaaeenuetinecne $6,228 02 
Pinta Co., WY0.s-s..<ss0e0 6 49 RGRUIN SOEs clea eaaisiceueeiats'ssssivaisste $22 79 Blam AZeUCYwecnectuillelsp cei esleciesicce 201 82 
Valparaiso & Vicinity, Neb. 10 85 Mead, Rev. A. J., Dist. Supt., Wis.... 89 26 ———— 
_ An ee 50000 _MeLauren, Rev. J. W.. La............ 62 04 $10,237 71 
BM BAKET OD. GOs ocacimca vaca 2 20 Myers, Rev. H. P., Dist. Supt., Ga.... 8 48 MISCELLANEOUS. 
Washington Co., Ill ........ 106 57 Owen, Rev. W. P., Doniphan, Mo.... 20 60 Trade: Sales wsceisoscewtes sen evees coer $1,883 50 
Whiteside Co., Hl. .......... 1460 Presbyterian Board of Pub. ands. Retail SAEs. siaseward ceneendeaseeteraels 1,814 56 
VE OE en 85 00 Work, Philadelphia, Pa............. 25 27 Sales by Colporteurs. . 1,454 26 
Worthington, Ind........... 1770 ‘Parker, Rev. Z. A., Dist. Supt., Ala. 1509 Se Rentala ss cc ccsotse ode naaeeeearesee ee 1,362 54 
Washington Co., Ks......... 25 00 jo 17 Pipkin, Rev. E,M., Dist. Supt., Ark.. 1500 Sales of Waste Materials.............. 862 22 
Waxhaw & Shiloh, §.C..... 45 00 5 C0 Phelps, W.A,, Catskill, INTE M oer nssicten 6 00 J. Burr Legacy Income............... 5 42 
Winnsboro, Texas........... ggg Rises, Rev. A. L., Santee Agency, Income from Ayailable Funds....... 2,868 90 
Western Washington, Wash. 22 00 NOD. ses eeeeee ee eseeestee estes eee re ees 7 20 cS ee “Trust: Mondss weececcte 1,644 58 
mrayne Co., W. Va...c.sccvee 8 50 Wainwright Rey. Geo. W., Dist. Supt. “Subject to Life Interest...., 87 50 
a ‘an eb...... eee Reece Haws casisesstins W800 Flectric Light. .ca0s sscesenbresseveral 51 50 
$1,018 49 $7,476 SI Lash 8. Julia, Poughkeepsie, Fitch-Shepard Bible Fund. 5 00 
a e NOW YOrK...eeesseeeeeseese seen eeees 15 00 Columbian Exposition ...........+.+++ 17:00 
RETURNS FROM BOOKS DONATED. $351 33 Available Funds :— 
Bond, Rev. H. P., Dist. Supt., Mo.... $29 10 &¥: = Withdrawn from U.S. Trust Co.... 25,000 00 
Eyans, Rey. J. T., Dist. Supt., Minn.. 3 60 FOREIGN AGENCIES. HUBUMCB siestwesahsicrclovern visrcaseneen : 62 63 
Edwards, John, Wheelock, Ind. T... 7 00 BPARIMA RON EY sae cue des vis ton veweees $1,788 59 ——— al 
Elllott, Robert C., Pheenix, Ariz...... 7 00 Central America Agency.. W522 22 $36,189 61 
Law, Rev. Thos. H., Dist. Supt., S. C.. 44 78 Ohina:A PEnCy cca ceer. vc ciwecsacsicnn 1,275 56 aero 
MO VANEG A PONCY os cocsccecdvevavencaces 83 Guba Agencyreucrensccssccassescceeses 41502. Total PeCClDOSs. wa ccsiuciicssecinessiaiette 360,25 10 
FOR SEPTEMBER, 1893. 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 
District Colpor- Grants BIBLES. 
Sup’ts’ teurs’ to Mis- 
pide toa |! Balavios Foreign Gone) & B. 8. ao APR adi fic! snouts Total Total 
and Ex- | and Ex- | 48ncies. |other go-| Record. | laneous. 2 oe ae, els Donatea, |Transfers.| Cash. 
penses. penses, cieties. the ARONGIEH embers: 
? . $ $ 
Cash........} 8,159 24 | 1,370 32 | 28,829 48 | 150 00 | 195 32 6 49 > aes aba SOaD 83,710 85 
Transfers... seen aie Scteiem HOO TKOU pretels 932 09 | 2,687 44 283 92 1,992 89 | 6,203 8h 
pee Be 
Auxiliaries—Value of Books popeee, NTE SASSI ASC cn Od ce 9,210 02 = 
The Trade— ce a PR Rl Sa eT Suloeiacs elle coticiaclp pis’s « eleiasiusinieciewoe eels sicapamaecaiesiovie seston celia 2,020 100 it 
Books for the Blind on Account of et cance, TRGOTAG paces co asco ale encore @SINCilnre oie alo\siass sis'sialelcisieigisisis sis'si2 27 16 
Bible House Expenses........... Bisicfontapibiaiee velstaisieis Be NOE ESTOT TE ts 0 ain 2 (aie wlolarai ale atara/sta's|sie\ciassidielolo's sisleis¥e'e\elsisioleisieisieleis 6,118 387 
General Salaries and EXPenseS.......ccececccccccccecscccce sceccceerccesseceescsseessseceeecensseeeesseeseeeeees 173 26 2,697 73 
Interest on Life Investment...............- Shatlete Steels isl oteiblenias itctslaid cje/slsislelsie'siels\cia\ 5 & on 198 68 
MIeCtrotype Plates........ccccccccccccecccscevvvescersesecssvessrescess Fi sta'oiniec 168 85 537 70 
Columbian Exposition........ Bie acwte oe ie ois aie eisieie wiviolttatetaioralele'slatstalsicie's\cie’s een tieeisis)s/0 Setalee lela o iatsianisieielne sees seree\-1c 729 80 227 46 
Bills Receivable........ Soeteec ore Giclee see veee LO 37 
For Depository: 
Books from Bindery.......ccsccceecccecssccccsccsccecsccccsssssscessccososcssoossssssessssccssssssoscscess| 20,354 87 Pee 
Boxes, Cartage, and PoOstage......-.seveceevtccesecccececsccececescseseseecsesseeeeess crtebe\ el alsial aatsretere 3 
Value Books Returned ............-.- Taele pea eld stalsialsie siats|aiela’e\e’sieleie eieie's wei Soassedtaded aacbaedsoooo0 SGDOOL 30 51 71 
Discount on SaleS......cccccccsseccscecsseccs cscs SRE REE sic SER ICIC CROCUEECTCELEOSEDOCCOONON tr Science! 
Salaries and EXPenseS.......ccsssceccesccscevenceeseessstessssccccocterscrersnssssaassssceeserenessseeeeee 12 36 1,541 22 
BLOW Gace eric es euiiiaa bier wrerarewaia cer ou scarves NNO rit Se bra arerora to oralcle stetotovantio iets hereininrereicis e auyal ees NOMOO 
ee ee 
ee EEE 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
Manufacturing, 
Rent of Machinery and 
Wages. Material. Repairs and 
Expenses, Manufactory. Tools. 
BASU eccrine cseses 10,027 21 11,106 49 673 57 cectater 2 28 21,809 55 
Transfers.....++. aeleisterstels ODO 2,925 00 ponesnna 2,925 00 
ee 
Total Tramsferd........sccecccccccacccacccccvecccccccccccssssecasssssesasesseesssessrenss h,95Y 66 
Z © Cagh Disbursements...........ssccesseeessocecccccerccscsssssscscccerocsseessccssccececereees 67,206 31 
7 ; Cash Balance to forward October, 1893.........ssecevecsneenesecenscetcccerscceececeeeeeratee: 1,868 30 
7. B.—The amounts in Iratio type are not actual cash transactions, but necessary payments by transfer as between the different $69,074 61 


Denerunents, to show the net result of each, 
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OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


HON. ENOCH L. FANCHER, LL.D............... President. 
REV. EDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D........ 
REV. ALEXANDER McLEAN, D.D........ 
REV. ALBERT 8S. HUNT, D.D.............. 
WILLIAM ROU LE:Bimeietevnes sevice eaviccn tapers Treasurer. 
CALEBtEo RO Wliasctenivees wrrereierctereee siete tieisteee General Agent. 


| Corresponding 
j Secretaries. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Letters relating to the general work of the Society in the 
United States or foreign lands, and requests for grants of 
books and communications for the Bible Society Record, 
should be addressed to “The Secretaries of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to accounts, 
fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, should be 
addressed to ‘The Treasurer of the American Bible Society, 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society Record, 
etc.. and letters in reference to the transmission of the same, 
should be addressed to ‘‘The General Agent of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, as 
the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be for cash 
Only. Vo books are supplied for sale on commission, but as a special 
énducement, a discount of ten per cent. from the catalogue prices is 
made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers in books. 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 


The attention of the public is invited to the large assort- 
ment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Society, and 
for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

The prices of Bibles vary from twenty cents to twenty-seven 
dollars. Testaments from five cents upwards. 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. 


FIELD OF LABOR, NAME AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS. 


Alabama & Florida.............. Rev. Z. A. PARKER, 
Birmingham, Ala. 
PACT URTISES Se apccteraoh a eisve stole cote sits Rey. E. M. PIPKIN, 
Little Rock, Ark, 
California & Nevada............ Rev. JOHN THOMPSON, D.D., 
Oakland, Cal. 
GeOr eis Jee delsce cs sccces cies Rev. HERBERT P. MYERS, 
Barnesville, Ga. 
MUIMOIS, aeletienaica cee actions Ce ence 5 Rev. E. G. SMITH, 
Princeton, Ill. 
lee 0 OE Weanor a SonioariGerntitiert errs Rey. W. J. Viaus, D.D., 
Wabash, Ind. 
LOW aoe ocentas ve ives Aw oansiatioe ae oees Rey. R. W. HUGHES, 
Grinnell, Iowa. 
NGSTISAS.o.dcteteisevmeen ed saree rock Rev. J. H. Lockwoop, 
Salina, Kansas, 
Kentucky & Tennessee......... Rev. Gro. 8. SAVAGE, M. D. 
: Winchester, Ky. 
- Louisiana & Mississippi........ Rev. J. W. McLAURIN, 
New Orleans, La, 
Michigan & Wisconsin.......... Rev. ANDREW J. MEAD, 


_ Appleton, Wis. 
Minnesota & N. & 8. Dakota....Rey. Josaua T. Evans, 
Minneapolis, Minn, 


i REC(O Ty bp oecaronre rope cncate on Rey. H. P. Bonn, 
St. Louis, Mo. 
Nebraska, Colorado, & Wyo- eae G. W. WAINWRIGHT, D.D., 
TULLE sis stetsisie s sicnis wivle-naie's Sielels's Blair, Neb. 
New Jersey & Delaware.........Revy. WM. W. Morrert, D.D., 
Camden, N. J. 
INOW OL Kirst Sa awaaiet aiele ener Rey. D. K. VAN DoREN, 
Mechanicsville, N. Y¥. 
North & South Carolina........ Rev. THomas H. LAw, D.D., 
Spartanburg, S. C. 
OGses terest ese SOSQ EA IGE Rev. E. 8. GILLETTE, 


Cleveland, Ohio. 


Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Ler P. C. Herzurr, 
ontana, and Utah Terr’y. Salem, Oregon. 


DONA sosichhesis's cvaaledvivre vende cece Rey. WILLIAM B. RANKIN,D.D., 
Austin, Texas, 
West Virginia.......... seseeeess REV. THOMAS COTTON, 


Parkersburg, W. Va. 


BisLE SocrETY RECORD. 


ENTERED AT THE POST-OFFICE AT NEW YORK, N. Y., AS SECOND-CLASS (WAIL) MATTER, 


Volume 38. 


NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 


The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to forward 
their annual reports to the Parent Society promptly. Blank 
forms will be furnished for this purpose on application. 

Whenever a new society is organized, notice of the event 
should be given immediately to the Parent Society, so that it 
may be recognized. The names of its officers and their post- 
office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as having become auxiliary, 
until it shall have officially communicated to the Parent 
Society that its sole object is to promote the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures without note or comment ; and that it will place its sur- 
plus revenue, after supplying its own district with the Scriptures, 
at the disposal of the American Bible Society, as long as tt shall 
remain thus connected with it. 


DONATIONS. 

The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The increase of 
the subscription to one hundred and fifty dollars, or the 
contribution of that amount in one payment, constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, formed 
in New York in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, the 
sum of , to be applied to the charitable uses and _ 
purposes of said Society. 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 


To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, the 
Board of Managers will make grants of books, to Auxiliary 
Societies and to other responsible parties, for sale and gratui- 
tous distribution. 

The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Managers 
grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in view the 
special necessities of the various classes of persons to be 
supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be given away con- 
sistently with the benevolent ends of the Society. 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for dona- 
tions of books should be presented first to the Auviliary Soci- 
eties within whose fields the books are to be distributed, and 
whose duty it is to furnish them, if possible. When an Aux- 
iliary is unable to do this, application should be made to this 
Society, with the endorsement of a responsible officer of the 
Auxiliary. 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general work 
from other parties, should each have the endorsement of the 
District Superintendent. : 

Public institutions supported by local or State governments, and 
public lébraries, colleges, seminaries, and secular schools, do not come 
within the range of charitable objects. —— 

The American Bible Society expects that due credit will 
be given for its donations by those to whom its books are 
confided for distribution. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


The price of the Bible Society Record to subscribers, for 

1892, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the United 
States postage in all cases will be prepaid by the Society. 
Twelve copies will be sent to one address for three dollars, a. 
in advance. Any life director or life member of this Society 
may receive one copy free of postage by virtue of his mem- 
bership, 0m the simple condition that the request Sor it is renewed — 
annually. On the same condition a copy will be sent to pas- 
tors of churches contributing directly to the funds of the 
Society. 
) Three copies will be sent, as heretofore, to the president, — 
secretary, and treasurer of each auxiliary from which remit- _ 
tances are received. Other copies may be ordered at the 
club rates; but the money should in all cases accompany 
the order. 

Every person who is entitled to the Record and fails to 
receive it, is specially requested to communicate the fact by 
letter or postal card, giving his post-office address. ee 


> eho — Pa 


